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John and Betty Tucker believed that education was the “be-all and end-all” for a happy and prosperous life, which is why their family is honoring them with this scholarship in their name.

John B. Tucker was born on March 15, 1925 in Russell, Massachusetts. He attended Russell and Blandford Elementary Schools, and graduated from Westfield High School in June 1942. He enjoyed football at WHS and was one of the “bigger” players, so he had to share the one larger size helmet with another teammate! “Bat” Tucker made friends for life at WHS, several of whom were named godparents to his children in later years. 
On his 18th birthday in 1943, John joined the Army and served proudly in the European Theatre, including the Northern France Campaign and the Rhineland Campaign during World War II. He was wounded twice and was awarded the Purple Heart with the Oak Leaf Cluster. The shrapnel which was removed from his body remains in his “Purple Heart Box,” which, years later, John showed and explained to several eighth grade classes at St. Mary’s School in Westfield when they were studying wartime history.
Betty Leuchs was born on May 1, 1928 in Brooklyn, New York. She attended Brooklyn Public Schools, and graduated from Fort Hamilton High School in June 1945. Her education continued at Pembroke College in Brown University. Betty graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Mathematics in June 1949. 
She always made friends wherever she went, and Betty remained in touch with her college friends throughout her life. Her family spent their summers on Lake Garfield in Monterey, Massachusetts. One summer after John had returned from World War II, Betty met him at Lake Garfield where he was visiting his friends, the O’Connor family.  They married on July 2, 1949, and lived in Westfield for the remainder of their lives. John and Betty lovingly raised four children, Dan, John Jr., Ann and Gail. Having four children in a five year span was not uncommon in the 1950”s!  Their children attended Westfield Schools and went on to earn college degrees.
John entered Westfield State Teachers’ College on the GI Bill, graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in Education in 1955. As with the men of his generation, his strong work ethic was evident as he attended college full-time during the day, and worked the night shift in a machine shop to provide for his family. John earned his Master’s Degree in Education in 1959. He was a junior high school teacher of mathematics, science and wood shop during his career. He started teaching at West Springfield Junior High School, and retired from teaching in the Gateway Regional Middle School. John was known for his Irish wit—both in the classroom and out. He could always bring a smile to your face!

Betty furthered her education at Westfield State as well, graduating with a Master’s Degree in Education in 1962. At that time her children were 7, 9, 10 and 12. Although Betty tutored students in mathematics, her real love was music. She could, quite simply, play any musical instrument “by ear.” Sometimes our entire house on Mill Street felt like it was pulsating to the beat when my parents’ friends came to visit. Everyone would be singing along and playing pianos (yes, we had three), guitars, drums, horns, and the accordion! Betty gave music lessons for many years, and she played and entertained in local restaurants. She eventually used her acute hearing to tune and restore pianos. She remarked at a later time, “This was my way of paying for college tuition.“ We were fortunate. Betty enjoyed people and had a zest for life!
Sadly, Betty developed Alzheimer’s Disease in her late 50’s. John was the ultimate caregiver until she died at age 73 in 2001. John died in 2009, at age 84. 
John and Betty Tucker shared an interest and skill in mathematics, and Betty had an innate ability to create magic with any musical instrument. We hope this annual scholarship in their honor will assist a student who has proficiency and passion in either of these areas. My parents would recommend that you: 1. Educate yourself, and 2. Enjoy Life.
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