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Emily Powers Foster was born and raised in Marblehead. She graduated from The Pingree School in South 
Hamilton and in 1989, graduated from Denison University, where she was a political science major with a 
minor in Latin American Studies. Emily was an “accidental biologist” from the time of her first visit to Costa 
Rica in 1988, when she was captivated by the biological diversity of the country. She died in 1994 after 
contracting a deadly disease while traveling through Nepal with her younger brother, Ned.


