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Scholarship Search Guide: Best Practices and Resources 
Start Early 
Begin your search as soon as possible—ideally in your junior year of high school or even earlier. 
Some scholarships have early deadlines or require activities that take time to complete. 

Best Practices for Scholarship Searches 
1. Use Multiple Resources 

Use diverse sources: scholarship websites, school guidance offices, community 
organizations, and employers. 

2. Narrow Your Focus 
Target scholarships aligned with your interests, background, goals, and demographics. 

3. Understand Eligibility 
Read the requirements carefully to ensure you meet the qualifications before applying. 

4. Apply Widely 
Apply to as many scholarships as possible to increase your chances. 

5. Stay Organized 
Track deadlines and required materials using a spreadsheet. 

6. Tailor Each Application 
Customize essays to reflect each scholarship's purpose. Highlight academics, leadership, and service. 

7. Get Feedback 
Proofread your submissions. Additionally, consider asking someone to review your 
applications and essays for spelling, grammar, and clarity. 

8. Submit Early 
Avoid last-minute issues by submitting ahead of deadlines. 

9. Assure Your Application is Complete and Follow Up 
Confirm receipt of the application and understand the review process when applicable. 

 

Why Early Preparation Matters 
Early planning provides you with time to:  

• Take relevant courses and academic experiences. 
• Develop meaningful extracurricular activities. 
• Prepare compelling applications. 

Strong grades from freshman year onward are important for merit scholarships. Some scholarship 
programs don’t consider senior year grades. National tests like the SAT/ACT might also be required—
discuss this with your guidance counselor and college admissions offices. Additionally, gather 
completed application materials and draft essays to save time during future application processes. 
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Trusted, Free Scholarship Search Tools 
Protect yourself — never pay for scholarship searches. Start with these sites: 

• Scholarship America – https://scholarshipamerica.org/students/browse-scholarships/  
• Career OneStop – https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Training/find-scholarships.aspx  
• FastWeb – https://www.fastweb.com  
• Peterson’s – https://www.petersons.com/scholarship-search.aspx  
• BigFuture (College Board) – https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org    
• Red Kite – https://myredkite.com  
• FAFSA (Federal Aid) – https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa  
• Clark Howard List – https://clark.com/education/best-websites-resources-to-find-college/  

 
More Tips for Scholarship Research 

• Scholarship America Resource Guide:  
https://scholarshipamerica.org/blog/student-resource-guide-spring-2023/  

• Talk to your School Counselor about local and regional scholarship options. 
• Review College Websites and contact financial aid offices and departments. 
• Start Local: Fewer applicants = better odds.  
• Follow: Utica Dollars for Scholars 

o https://utica.dollarsforscholars.org  
o https://www.facebook.com/UticaDollarsforScholars  

Final Tips 

• Keep copies of applications and essays.  
• Reuse and revise existing material, where appropriate 
• Ask family and friends about lesser-known scholarships, such as award programs sponsored 

by organizations, employers, or community groups they are involved with.  
• Always read qualifications thoroughly. 
• Apply early—even if you’re unsure you qualify. 
• Proofread carefully— clarity, spelling, and grammar count! 
• Answer all questions and complete all application requirements. 
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