
 
 

Scholarship Application Instructions 
2025-2026 

 

1. Print these instructions for use throughout the application process.  

2. Applicants must complete a detailed profile and should allow sufficient time to complete. Also, your 
references will need time to write your recommendations. Be sure to give them adequate time to 
complete this task.  

3. Some scholarships may require answering additional questions, providing additional references, or 
other documentation, please be sure to check each scholarship for these additional requirements. 

4. The application process is an all-electronic system that makes reference and parent requests for 
information by email. Applicants must have an email address to use the system. Please be sure this is 
an email address that you will continue to have access to after your high school graduation day.  

5. All application and supporting materials must be submitted no later than 11:59pm on March 23, 
2026.  

6. Expected Family Contribution from the FASFA is not required to apply for most DFS scholarships; 
however, some scholarships are based on financial need.  Applicants who do not provide financial 
data will not be considered for any need-based scholarships.  

7. Essay questions: all students should address the goals and aspirations essay question.  Please take 
this essay seriously.  A two or three sentence statement may reduce your chances of receiving a 
scholarship.  This should be a well written and thoughtful essay similar to what you would do for a 
high school or college level composition class.   

a) In your essay, show us who YOU are! These essays are your chance to show something unique 
about you that is not already represented in your application. Think about what you are 
passionate about and how to incorporate this passion into your essay.  

b) What do you want Edgewood Dollars for Scholars to know about you? Tell us about your goals 
for secondary education, but also what you want to do with your degree once you graduate. 
What aspirations do you have for your future?  

c) We require you to write your scholarship application essay on your own without the 
assistance of AI. We will utilize an AI Detector to verify that your essay was written in your 
own words, and it will impact our decision to award you with a scholarship. 

8. The unusual circumstances question is an optional essay question for students who have special 
circumstances that have affected or influenced life direction, motivation, or purpose. Such 



circumstances might include obstacles or challenges that a student has faced or other significant 
situations that caused the student to change the course of his or her life.  Again, the more detail you 
provide in this section will allow a better opportunity for scholarship selection. 

9. The profile will ask for your GPA for all four high school years.  If you do not have your transcript, just 
enter your current GPA.  Edgewood uses a 5.0 scale for weighted GPAs.  Your guidance counselor will 
provide your transcript and GPA info to our scholarship awards committee. 

10. Please be sure to enter all awards in the Awards section of the profile.  These may include high school 
awards and honors, non-EHS awards, and any other financial scholarships you have been awarded, 
including scholarships from your college or university you are attending. 

11. Under the Schools/College Information section of your profile, it is important that you list which 
school are you accepted and are attending. Colleges that you have been accepted to but will not be 
attending, please select Other for Intended College App Status rather than Accepted/Attending. If you 
are still undecided, leave those as Accepted/Attending until you make your decision. Some of the 
scholarships are college specific.  If you indicate in your profile that you are attending a school and are 
awarded that scholarship but do not attend that college, you will not receive the award. 

12. If your transcript and reference have not been submitted, contact them by phone or email 
immediately.  Please give your references and guidance counselors enough time to complete their 
references and transcript info before the application deadline date. 

13. Continue to login to your profile Dashboard and look under My Scholarships for new scholarships you 
may have not yet applied.  New scholarships are sometimes added at the last minute as they become 
available and you may be eligible for these scholarships. 

14. To begin the application process, go to the Students and Parents menu at 
http://www.edgewood.dollarsforscholars.org and follow the prompts. Here is the application 
sequence:  

a) Enter your application profile data under ‘My Information’ and complete the goals essay and, 
optionally, the special circumstances essay.  

b) Ensure you click the links in ‘My Information’ to send requests for supporting materials such as 
financial information, transcript information, and recommendations.  

c) Search for scholarships for which you may qualify under My Scholarships and be sure to click ‘Add 
Scholarship to My Application’ for each scholarship for which you want to apply.  The system will 
match you to scholarships you may be eligible to apply for. 

d) Once a scholarship has been added, be sure to submit any additional required materials for each 
scholarship for which you wish to be considered, and then click ‘Submit App.’  

15. Please contact the guidance office at 876-2277, if you need assistance.  
 


