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CSF Activities Guidelines 
 

Hello BGM Students, 
 
This is a guide sheet for the Activities section of your CSF of BGM Dollars for Scholars 
application.  These are not all the entries you may use for your application (there will always be 
other entries not listed) but are the most common. 
 
BGM Scholarships are merit-based.  Meaning, the greatest points are awarded for your 
community and school involvement.  Your academics are also scored but are not given the 
greatest point value.  You may be an average student but have been very involved with clubs 
and school activities.  Over the years, these students were awarded the highest dollar value on 
Awards Night.  As you review your activities, make sure they qualify and that you have entered 
the required information.   
 
Once the deadline has passed, you are scored on the entries you have provided by the Awards 
Committee. Even though you may have excluded some activities or forgotten to enter them, the 
committee is only allowed to use the information provided.  So, be thorough and continually 
enter activities from Freshman year through March 31st of your Senior year.  
 
Throughout your Senior year and closer to March of that year, board members will set up 
meetings to go over your applications and help where needed.  Please attend these help 
sessions because they can usually boost your application points value. 
 
The more time you invest in properly filling out your applications- translates to dollars earned on 
Awards Night.  If you were to calculate it out, around $1,000 is the lowest amount awarded to 
applicants.  If you worked 40 hours on your application you would have earned $25 an hour 
towards your college fund.  It’s worth your time! 
 
 
If you have questions you may contact any student liaison board member. 
 
 
Laura Cline lcline@brooklyn.k12.ia.us 
 
Natalie Gritsch ngritsch@brooklyn.k12.ia.us 
 
Becky Gwin-Lint csfofbgm@gmail.com 
 
 

A link to CSF of BGM Dollars for Scholars is on the  
BGM web page under Student Resources  

mailto:lcline@brooklyn.k12.ia.us
mailto:ngritsch@brooklyn.k12.ia.us
mailto:csfofbgm@gmail.com
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Students may begin entering information into the Activities and Employment sections of their 
CSF of BGM Dollars for Scholars application at any time between Freshman year and March 
31st of their Senior year.   
 
We encourage students to either keep a notebook listing activities and employment with dates 
and hours or putting those activities/employment directly into their online application.  
 
Many times students get to their Senior year and wish that they had written down or entered 
information before it was forgotten.  Entering this information monthly or semi-monthly will 
alleviate having to remember 4 years later. 
 
Figuring hours of involvement is difficult for students, so if you are calculating as you go then 
you will not have to guess your Senior year. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
-To determine what category to list your activity under, decide if it is school-related.  If it is, then 
it would be entered under Athletic Activity or Music/Theatre.   
 
-Clubs and Organizations include NHS, Phi Theta Kappa, Honor Roll, BAC, and outside 
organizations that are not directly linked to the school.   
 
-Volunteer Activities section is for when you have volunteered your time, either to raise money 
for the group or worked without pay. 
 
-Church/Religious is for membership to a church and activities related to the service;  
Ushering/Altar Serving etc.  Check the drop-down and see if your activity is listed. 
 
If you are unsure where the activity you are involved with should go, then come to the help 
sessions or contact a student liaison board member and we will help you figure that out.   
 
We have listed some examples of activities and how they should be entered into the online 
application below. 
 
On a final note, please capitalize all entries and use complete sentences and proper grammar 
throughout!  Anything with an * is a required field. 
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Dance   
 
Bears Dance Team is school-related and would have the Athletic Activity dropdown.  
Membership is from 9-12th grade only. Under awards/offices/honor- All state routines count if 
they scored a I rating and a separate award if they received a trophy.  Captains count as an 
honor for each year you were chosen.  Other awards such as academic or lettering should be 
listed in awards.  
 
Solo 
This is performed on a separate date and should be listed as its own activity.  “I” ratings and any 
state trophy would be counted as a separate award. 
 
Spring show counts as Volunteer Activity and volunteer work.  Students teach choreography, 
set up, tear down, and perform for fundraising. 
 
Working the parking lots and fundraising activities, where students had to work to earn money 
for dance should be under Volunteer Activities and volunteer work.  They should be listed by the 
activity- Ex.  Iowa Speedway, Breakfast with Santa, or any other working activity that raised 
money. 
 
Selling items as a fundraiser does not count as you are not volunteering your work. 
 
ISDTA  All Iowa Honor Squad 
This should have its own entry under Athletic Activity and Dance.  It is listed as an honor if you 
are chosen to perform. 
 
Studio 6 or other dance studios 
 
Membership for the studio goes under Clubs and Organizations and Other Clubs or 
Organizations.  Membership is from 9-12th grades only. You should not have any awards for 
this section. ASK If you think something would qualify. 
 
Studio Competition Team-  Enter this under Clubs and Organizations as well and Other Club or 
Organization.  You may count years from 9-12th grade. 
 
You may put awards in if you placed in the top 2 of the overall with that dance number or scored 
high in points-comparable to a 1 rating.  Ex. Diamond, Platinum, Elite, etc...             
Ex. Production took 1st or 2nd in the overall production lines of the day.   
 
If there were any special awards given out- Ex. Best of Show - would be entered as an award. 
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Band/Choir 
 
Band /Choir membership would go into the Music/Theatre drop down because it is a school 
activity.  If you are in both list them separately.  
 
In this section, we will include Concerts and Marching band.  Membership is from 9-12th grade 
only.  Any I ratings, from large group contest,  and letters or academic awards should be put into 
awards. Veterans day and graduation programs will be counted in these hours. 
 
Show Choir 
This is a school activity and would go under Music/Theatre, 9-12th grades.  Any placements of 
1st or 2nd should be listed under awards.  Any other awards such as Outstanding Performer 
should be listed here as well.   
 
Do not list being chosen/doing a solo part during a group performance, only awards that were 
earned for that solo part. Ex,-Outstanding Performer. 
 
Singing or performing the National Anthem at Events 
This is under Volunteer Activities and other volunteer work. List all school sporting events under 
one Activity.   
 
If you are asked to perform for other events outside of school, list those separately under 
Volunteer Activities.  You do not need to put any honors/awards/offices for this since you are 
listing them separately. 
 
Pep Band 
All football and basketball pep bands should be entered under Music/Theatre under the 
dropdown.   
 
Jazz Band 
This is also a school function and would be listed under Music/Theatre.  Any competitions that 
earned a I rating 1st, or 2nd place should be listed under awards. 
 
Solo/Ensemble 
Any Competitions should be listed under Music/Theatre.  Any ratings of I should be listed under 
awards, 9-12th grades only. Any other awards should be listed here as well. 
 
Camps and Honor groups such as Dorian or other band camps/honor bands or choirs should 
be listed separately under Clubs and Organizations.   Should not be any awards for this 
category.  IF you have something that may qualify, ask. 
 
Community Service Ensemble 
This should be listed under Volunteer Activity and volunteer work. 
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Fine Arts Night 
This is a fundraiser and should be listed under Volunteer Activity as volunteer work, as students 
set up, tear down, and perform to raise money for trips and expenses. 
 
Memorial Day Performance 
Since this is usually outside of school hours and voluntary, it will be listed separately as a 
volunteer work activity. 
 
Working fundraisers for band should be listed separately under Volunteer Activities. 
Ex. Pancake Breakfast, Spaghetti Supper- where students have to work to earn money should 
be listed as volunteer work.   
 
Plays/Musicals 
List plays/musicals separately under Music/Theatre.  Do Not list as an honor -lead role.  
If you performed or helped as backstage crew, make up, or any activity towards the production 
of the show- count it.  Only 9-12th grade. 
 
Taps 
Veterans day performances should be listed separately under Music/Theatre and Volunteer 
work as it is school related. 
 
Memorial Day or any funerals should be listed separately under Volunteer Activities and 
volunteer work.  Enter the hours spent and years performed. List in the description where you 
performed.  
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Sports 
 
Each sport that you participate in should be listed separately under Athletic Activity.  Include in 
the description -what your role or position was on the team.  All sports are considered to be 
Varsity level since we are a small school.  
 
If you were a manager, list that as Basketball- Football etc.. Manager. 
 
All letters, academic awards, awards given out at banquets, awards night, and any other 
conference or state award should be listed individually as an award. Captain selection is 
considered an honor.  No offices should be listed.  No participation awards. 
 
Include all years of one sport (9-12th grade) in one activity submission.  Years of involvement 
could be up to 4.  Ex.- all basketball years of involvement should be under one activity.  Do not 
enter them separately as Fr., So., Jr., Sr. 
 
One exception is Softball/Baseball the summer before freshman year because you play up, to 
JV level.  Some students may have 5 years of involvement.  This is the only exception. 
 
As a team, if you win a regular-season meet or come in 1st or 2nd at conference, districts, or 
regionals, list that under awards. If you are a State Qualifier, list that as an award.  No! Winning 
a basketball, football, baseball game, etc. does not count!  If you are in a tournament and place 
1st or 2nd, that would count. 
 
If you participate in an individual or a relay event and win 1st or 2nd place medals at a regular 
season competition you may list those under awards. As with the team, if you are a State 
Qualifier or Sub State Qualifier- list that as an award.  
 
Any medaled place at a STATE competition should be listed as an award.   
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Other 
 
Brooklyn Aquatic Club  
This should be listed as Clubs and Organizations and Other Clubs and Organizations. Same as 
other sports, you may list awards as 1st or 2nd place finishes overall for regular season. Any 
state medals would count. 
 
National Honor Society 
This should be listed under Clubs and Organizations and the National Honor Society.  You may 
list this as an honor and chosen in the awards section.  Your hours would include meetings and 
your membership would be in the description.  You may have up to 3 years of membership. 1 
hour per year. Activities that NHS members do are considered volunteer and should be listed 
separately as Volunteer Activity.   Ex. -blood drive, food drive, and dance marathon.  Offices 
could be included in this club. Pres., VP, Sec., Treas. 
 
4H- FFA 
Membership counts from 9-12th grades.  Should be listed under Clubs and Organizations. Then 
4H. 
 
1st and 2nd overall place awards/ribbons received at the county level may be listed under the 
awards category.  Offices held may also be listed.  
 
Any and all state awards earned should be entered in awards. 
 
Volunteer work should be listed separately under Volunteer Activities. Ex.- planting flowers or 
fundraising activities that involve work. 
 
Farm Work 
If you work for your parents or ANY family-related member and do not get paid, put under 
Volunteer Activities and Volunteer work.   
 
Honor Roll 
This should be entered under Clubs and Organizations and Other. 1 hour a year. BGM Honor 
Roll. 
 
If you make honor roll either semester of your grade year, you may count it as 1.  You could 
have up to 4 years of honor roll.  No awards are needed for this activity. 
 
Church Membership 
Church membership should be listed as its own activity and can count from 9-12th grades.  
Volunteer work that church members are involved with should be listed separately. 
 
  



Activity Guidelines (October 2025) – Page 8 of 9 

Volunteer Activities 
Volunteer work that is not associated with a club, school, or church should be listed separately 
under Volunteer Activities and volunteer work if no other option fits. 
 
Silver Cord 
1. If you earn a silver cord, put that as a separate entry under Volunteer Activities and 

volunteer work.  Put an Award of silver cord as an entry. 
2. Then: List all activities that were done for the silver cord, separately under Volunteer 

Activities and Volunteer work. 
 
Student Council 
Enter the Activity under Clubs and Organizations and Student Council.  Hours may include 
meetings.   
 
List any office that you held in the awards section under office.  Ex.- Pres., VP, Sec., Treas. 
Include the time involved with the duties of your office. Example- treasurers have to collect 
dues. 
 
Any activities would be considered Volunteer Activities and should be listed separately. 
 
Attendance at dances or marathons does not count as an activity.  You must have worked at 
set up, take down, or organizing the event. 
 
Sparc 
This is considered an Athletic Activity.  You may include any awards given out. 
 
Weightlifting 
This is considered an Athletic Activity. You may include any awards given out. 
 
5k Runs 
This is considered a Volunteer Activity. You may include 1st or 2nd place finishes in the awards 
section.   
 
After Prom Fundraising 
If you are not paid by the committee afterward, you may include your hours of fundraising as 
volunteer time under Volunteer Activities.  Ex.- concessions, carnivals, or other activities that 
involved working for fundraising.  These should be listed separately as volunteer work.   
 
If you are paid you may list those hours under the employment tab. 
 
Sales of products do not count.  We count your working time. 
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Prom Committee 
You may list the volunteer hours, under Volunteer Activities, that you put into decorating and 
committee meetings.  This should be listed as one activity submission. 
 
Homecoming Court 
If you are chosen to be on court, list it under Clubs and Organization and volunteer.  BGM 
Homecoming Court as the club.  Under Awards, Offices, and Honors-list it as an Honor to be 
chosen. 
Cheerleading 
Have an activity listed for each sport that you cheered for and put under Athletic Activity. Put in 
letters and academic awards in the awards/honors/offices at the bottom.  
 
Any cheer camps or honor squads should be listed separately under Clubs and Organizations.   
 
Kiwanis Student of the Month  
If you were selected, put under Clubs and Organizations and volunteer.  Write which month you 
were chosen for in the description. 
 
Ruritans Rising Senior 
2 Activities submissions.   
 
First Activity is membership in the Ruritans under Clubs and Organizations.  You are considered 
a member for this year. Put in your meeting hours. 
 
Second submission is for Ruritan Rising Senior.  Volunteer Activities and volunteer work.  This 
is where you submit your volunteer hours. Put as an honor in awards for being chosen.  
You may also enter all your volunteer activities separately because you usually have 
more than 25 hours. 
 
S.W.A.T. 
Membership activities would go under Clubs and Organizations and volunteer work. 
 
FCCLA 
Awards and activities would go under Clubs and Organizations and Other. 
 
Blood Donation 
If you are receiving a red cord or have donated blood, put this under Volunteer Activities and 
volunteer. If you receive a red cord, list that in awards. 
 
Job (unpaid) 
List any job shadow you are doing under volunteer hours and volunteer work if you are not 
being paid. 
 
If you are being paid- list under employment. 


