
Scholarship Resources
Paying for College



Filling the Financial Gaps with Scholarship $$$

Scholarship Searches 
available to you:



Closing the Gap ~ Free Money for College 

Scholarship Search Application

DollarsForScholars.org
https://public.dollarsforscholars.org/index.php?action

=userLogin

You must complete your Dollars for Scholars profile and 
apply for the Upward Bound Scholarships to be able to 

receive FREE MONEY!

MORE UB SCHOLARSHIPS WERE 
RELEASED JANUARY 1st 

- WE’RE GOING TO MAKE SURE 
YOU’VE APPLIED!

Log In to Dollars for Scholars

https://public.dollarsforscholars.org/index.php?action=userLogin
https://public.dollarsforscholars.org/index.php?action=userLogin
https://public.dollarsforscholars.org/index.php?action=userLogin


JSC Upward 
Bound - 2017

Any Johnson State College Upward Bound 
student who successfully completes the 

program is eligible for a JSC UB 
scholarship. This scholarship is contingent 

upon a student's enrollment in a post 
secondary institution of higher education 

immediately following high school 
graduation.



Community Spirit 
Award - 2017

This scholarship was created in honor of Nick Cloutier's dedication and 
commitment to the Upward Bound community. Nick is an alumnus of JSC 
Upward Bound and has been involved with the program for over 15 years. 
He grew up in Hardwick, VT and went through Upward Bound as a student 

from 1997-2001. Since then Nick has attended the University of Maine's 
Honors College, where he received his bachelor's in Communications and 

Journalism. He has served as a residential staff member during many 
summer programs, and is currently a member of the admissions staff at 

UMaine, where he is also enrolled in the Higher Education Masters 
program. Throughout his time with Upward Bound, Nick has performed 

thousands of hours of community service and has tried to create a 
positive, Full Value atmosphere wherever he goes. Nick continues to work 

with Upward Bound and believes in the program so much that he has 
actually used vacation time to come and be a part of the community.

Every year the Upward Bound program selects a student or students who 
they believe embody Nick's commitment and dedication to the Upward 
Bound program. The recipients of this $500 award are those who most 
embrace and enhance the Upward Bound community. They uphold and 

abide by the community guidelines by championing core values. They also 
act as a resource for other members of the community, making an effort to 

help them succeed as well. 



Search for Scholarships on Dollars for Scholars

Click on Search for Scholarships from your 
Dashboard - making your profile as complete 

as possible, increases your eligibility for 
scholarships



Search for Scholarships on Dollars for Scholars

If you have a “Questions You’ve Already 
Answered” section, review the answers.  If 
any are incorrect, contact support using the 
gray button along the left side of the screen

Correctly answer the Custom Eligibility 
questions in order to be eligible to receive 

a UB scholarship



Search for Scholarships on Dollars for Scholars

Once you’ve saved your question submission, 
the Apply button becomes available - 

CLICK APPLY to complete the process.

To apply for a scholarship with a red 
Questions button, click the button and 

follow the instructions in the pop up box & 
click Save.  



Search for Scholarships on Dollars for Scholars

BEFORE applying for the “JSC Upward Bound - 2017” Scholarship your profile must be complete - your eligibility 
for the scholarship is partially based on the completeness of your profile and any additions you make to your 

profile after you’ve applied will not carry over to the scholarship application.



Connect Your Dollars for Scholars Account to Fastweb

From the My Scholarships Menu 
selection, click on the Fastweb 

Scholarships button - you must have a 
Fastweb account, first (we will be creating 

a Fastweb account).



Closing the Gap ~ Free Money for College 
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/steps-to-

apply/

The Stephen Phillips Memorial Scholarship Fund offers 
renewable, four-year scholarships to students with financial 
need who display academic achievement, a commitment to 
serving others (in school, in the community or at home), a 
strong work ethic, and leadership qualities. In 2016, the 
Phillips Scholarship Fund awarded 136 new scholarships 

ranging from $3,000 to $18,000 annually. 

Apply:
Early Response for High School Students, due 

12 noon, April 3rd, 2017

Regular for High School Students, due 
12 noon, May 1st, 2017

INFORM THE UB OFFICE ASAP IF YOU’RE 
APPLYING & REQUIRE A RECOMMENDATION

WE NEED TIME TO COMPLETE ALL OF THE 
RECOMMENDATION REQUESTS WE GET

Apply for the Stephen Phillips Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/steps-to-apply/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/steps-to-apply/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/steps-to-apply/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/steps-to-apply/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/steps-to-apply/


Financial Need:
Qualifying applicants will have one or more of the following:

● Substantial unmet need
● Special financial circumstances
● Low EFC (Expected Family Contribution) from the FAFSA 

Student Aid Report (In 2016, 81% of newly awarded 
recipients had EFCs less than $5,000 and 86% had parent 
AGIs below $80,000)

Citizenship, Character & Serious-Mindedness
Strong applicants would:

● Demonstrate a desire to make a meaningful contribution to 
society both present and future

● Be involved in a balance of community, school and work 
activities

● Pursue goals and aspirations with integrity, resolution, 
self-discipline and judgment

● Work part time
● Demonstrate leadership characteristics and/or assumed 

leadership positions
● Exhibit grit when faced with hardship

The Basics:
A scholarship for permanent residents of New England states, with financial 
need, who display academic achievement, a commitment to serving others, a 
strong work ethic and leadership qualities.

Qualifications
Applicants must be:

● An entering or returning student at an accredited undergraduate 
institution in the United States and must be enrolled full-time (at 
least 12 hours).

● Pursuing a bachelor’s degree for the first time or the first four 
years of a master’s degree program.

● A United States citizen or noncitizen who has a current lawful 
presence in the United States and a work permit.

● A permanent resident of a New England state: Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island or Vermont.

Academic Achievement
Applicants should:

● Have a GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale
● Be enrolled in a demanding course of study
● Demonstrate skilled writing

Stephen Phillips Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Criteria to Apply

http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/criteria-to-apply-for-the-scholarshi
p/



Stephen Phillips Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Required Application Materials

Official Transcript:
For all academic work through Fall 2016 

Two Recommendation Forms:
High School Guidance Counselor Form (and letter)
The Recommender Form 

**Additional Recommender Forms and/or letters of recommendation are 
optional but may be helpful

2017-2018 Student Aid Report from FAFSA

Financial Aid Award Information:
The 2017-2018 financial aid info from the college you will be 
attending in Fall 2017

A Resume:
Highlighting your activities, jobs, honors and service

First Steps:
● Review the Criteria to Apply for the Scholarship
● Review Information about The Award
● Review Financial Eligibility Requirements
● Review our Cost of College List
● Use the Financial Eligibility Calculator to determine your 

eligibility
● Check out How to Apply for useful information

Gather the following financial documents:
● 1. Student Aid Report (SAR) from FAFSA
● 2. Financial Aid Award letter from your college
● 3. Student and Parent Earnings Information
● 4. The charges for tuition, fees, room and board (meal plan) 

only if your college is not included on our Cost of College List

Stephen Phillips Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Steps to Apply

http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/steps-to-apply/

http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/forms/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/forms/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/wp-content/uploads/HS-GC-Form-2017.pdf
http://phillips-scholarship.org/wp-content/uploads/HS-GC-Form-2017.pdf
http://phillips-scholarship.org/wp-content/uploads/Recommender-Form-2017.pdf
http://phillips-scholarship.org/wp-content/uploads/Recommender-Form-2017.pdf
http://phillips-scholarship.org/wp-content/uploads/Recommender-Form-2017.pdf
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/criteria-to-apply-for-the-scholarship/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/about-us/history-of-the-award/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/determining-financial-eligibility/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/cost-of-college-list/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/financial-eligibility-calculator/
http://phillips-scholarship.org/wp-content/uploads/How_to_Apply_2017.pdf
http://phillips-scholarship.org/new-applicants/cost-of-college-list/


Closing the Gap ~ Free Money for College 

Scholarship Search Engines

College Board.org
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

CollegeBoard should be a familiar website to most 
students who have taken AP courses or SATs. 

Around 2,300 scholarships are listed with a value of close 
to $3 billion.

Log In or Create An Account on CollegeBoard.org

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search


Login to save your Personal Information that will be used 
for Scholarship matches; Click “Save” on Each Screen

My Search Results increased after logging in & 
completing my personal information



Do you Need to Complete 
CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE Information?

About PROFILE
CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE is a financial aid application service of the College Board.

Many colleges, universities, graduate and professional schools, and scholarship programs use the PROFILE to help them award NONFEDERAL student aid 
funds. See Participating Institutions for a list of those institutions.  If your school or aid program is on the list LET A UB STAFF MEMBER KNOW & 
WE’LL WALK YOU THROUGH THE PROCESS OUTSIDE THIS PRESENTATION.  The PROFILE that you complete will collect information required by the 
colleges, universities, and scholarship programs to which you are applying.

The first step is to complete the PROFILE registration process. Your answers to these few registration questions will contain the information needed to 
create an online application customized for you.

Once you register, your application will be immediately available, and:

■ will have questions which must be completed by or about the student. These pages are blue and white.
■ will have questions which must be completed by or about the student's parents (unless the student is independent and the colleges or programs 

selected do not require parent information). These pages are green and white.
■ may have supplemental questions needed by one or more of your schools or programs.

In addition to the PROFILE Application, if your biological or adoptive parents are separated or divorced, and your colleges and programs require it, your 
noncustodial parent will be asked to complete the Noncustodial PROFILE online.

You can add and/or remove colleges and programs at any time before you submit your application. However, once you submit your application, you may 
only add colleges and programs. After submission, your information will be processed & reported directly to colleges and programs that you requested. 
Please be aware that the receipt of your PROFILE Application at the College Board is defined by the date and time of its submittal in the Eastern time 
zone of the U.S.

The PROFILE Application cannot be used to apply for federal student aid. To apply for federal student aid, you must complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) available at: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/. https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/P8HelpGeneralServlet/P8HelpGeneralServlet.srv?HelpLinkPage=AboutProfile

https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Complete CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE Information

Navigate to “Pay for College” tab and select 
“CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE”



Financial Aid Sources

CSS / Financial Aid PROFILE®

https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile

By filling out one form, you can apply online for 

NONFEDERAL financial aid from almost 

300 colleges* and scholarship programs.

The College Board will waive the fees for up to eight colleges or 

programs for eligible students.

First time students who used an SAT fee waiver may also receive a 

PROFILE fee waiver.  To qualify for a PROFILE fee waiver, 

students must log into PROFILE using the same 

credentials as they used for the SAT.

Students who did not use an SAT fee waiver may still qualify for a 

PROFILE fee waiver based on their income level.  After entering 

their financial data students find out if they are eligible for fee 

waivers.

*300 Participating Colleges: 
https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitution
Servlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv 

https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv
https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv
https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv
https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv
https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv


Financial Aid Sources

CSS / Financial Aid PROFILE® 

Video Tutorial & Application
http://css.collegeboard.org/

An interactive presentation to 

give you useful tips and help you 

to prepare to apply for financial 

aid using CSS/Financial Aid 

PROFILE.

http://css.collegeboard.org/
http://css.collegeboard.org/


Closing the Gap ~ Free Money for College 

Scholarship Search Engines

$ALT Money Knowledge 
http://saltmoney.org/coeneoa

SALT® is a comprehensive financial education 
program that helps students build money skills for 

life.  SALT teamed up with the Council for 
Opportunity in Education to provide resources to 

raise the financial competencies of students 
before, during and after college. Under this 
two-year pilot program, SALT’s web-based 

curriculum will be made available to three of COE’s 
ten regions, including NEOA. This means that all 

TRIO programs in these regions have full access to 
SALT’s online resources at absolutely no cost.  

Program usage and outcomes will be monitored at the regional level, 
and after reviewing the success of the pilot phase, the intention is to 

make SALT available to all TRIO programs nationwide.

Create A Free $ALT Account

http://saltmoney.org/coeneoa
http://saltmoney.org/coeneoa


$ALT Money Scholarship Search, steps 1 -5 & Results



$ALT Money Scholarship Search

After creating an 
account, navigate to 
1. Pay For School> 
2. Scholarships > 

3. Scholarship Search

1
2

3



Closing the Gap ~ Free Money for College 

Scholarship Search Engines

Fastweb.com
https://www.fastweb.com/registration/step_1 

Private and free - Scholarships over 11 months old are 
automatically deleted from the database so that it stays 

current.

Targeted Scholarships
    Scholarships just for you based on your strengths, 

interests and skills
    Financial Aid

    Resources to help you with tough financial aid decisions
    College Search

    Discover the perfect school for your interests & budget
    Career Advice

    Guidance to help you prepare for a promising future

Create A Free Fastweb Account

https://www.fastweb.com/registration/step_1
https://www.fastweb.com/registration/step_1


Fastweb Scholarship Search

Click on “See my 
matches”, then 

“New Matches” or 
“Matches”



FASTWEB’s Largest Scholarships for High School Seniors

Name Amount Deadline

Atlas Shrugged Essay Contest Up to $20,000 April 28, 2017

TheDream.US Opportunity Scholarship Up to $20,000 February 01, 2017

Henry David Thoreau Scholarship Up to $20,000 February 01, 2017

Christian A. Herter Scholarship Up to $15,000 February 05, 2017

TeenDrive365 Video Challenge Up to $15,000 February 23, 2017

Faculty Scholar Scholarship $15,000 Varies

American Legion National High School Oratorical Contest Up to $18,000 Varies

Filene Music Scholarship $12,000 Varies

Mary Doctor Scholarship $10,000 March 24, 2017

Environmental Career Scholarship $10,000 February 28, 2017

http://www.fastweb.com/directory/scholarships-for-high-school-seniors

http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/164696-atlas-shrugged-essay-contest
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/164696-atlas-shrugged-essay-contest
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/167957-thedream-us-opportunity-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/167957-thedream-us-opportunity-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/78973-henry-david-thoreau-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/78973-henry-david-thoreau-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/110127-christian-a-herter-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/110127-christian-a-herter-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/169077-teendrive365-video-challenge
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/169077-teendrive365-video-challenge
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/163347-faculty-scholar-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/163347-faculty-scholar-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/108608-american-legion-national-high-school-oratorical-contest
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/108608-american-legion-national-high-school-oratorical-contest
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/54727-filene-music-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/54727-filene-music-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/169091-mary-doctor-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/169091-mary-doctor-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/161804-environmental-career-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/161804-environmental-career-scholarship


FASTWEB’s New Scholarships for High School Seniors

http://www.fastweb.com/directo
ry/scholarships-for-high-school

-seniors

Name Amount Deadline

Park High School Hall of Fame Scholarship Varies Varies

Union Grove Area Business Scholarship Varies Varies

Karle P. Guth Scholarship Varies Varies

John J. Sokol Scholarship Varies Varies

Tom George Scholarship Varies Varies

Robert & Noreen Stollberg Award Varies Varies

Balanced Man Scholarship - University of Nebraska, Omaha Up to $1,000 Varies

Citizens National Bank Scholarship - SELU Varies Varies

Richard and Mercedes Durham Scholarship Varies Varies

R.C. McQuilkin Leadership Scholarship 100% of tuition Varies

FASTWEB’S SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTORY BY CATEGORY
Scholarships by School Year

Ethnicity Scholarships
Scholarships for Honor Students

Military Scholarships
Scholarships by Race

Scholarships for Unique Situations

http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28353-park-high-school-hall-of-fame-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28353-park-high-school-hall-of-fame-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28364-union-grove-area-business-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28364-union-grove-area-business-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28344-karle-p-guth-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28344-karle-p-guth-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28361-john-j-sokol-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28361-john-j-sokol-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28343-tom-george-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/28343-tom-george-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/62637-robert-noreen-stollberg-award
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/62637-robert-noreen-stollberg-award
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/128613-balanced-man-scholarship-university-of-nebraska-omaha
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/128613-balanced-man-scholarship-university-of-nebraska-omaha
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/114996-citizens-national-bank-scholarship-selu
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/114996-citizens-national-bank-scholarship-selu
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/114998-richard-and-mercedes-durham-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/114998-richard-and-mercedes-durham-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/150762-r-c-mcquilkin-leadership-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/scholarships/150762-r-c-mcquilkin-leadership-scholarship
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Year
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Year
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Ethnicity
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Ethnicity
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Honor
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Honor
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Military
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Military
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Race
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Race
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Unique
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/fastweb-s-scholarship-directory#Unique


Closing the Gap ~ Free Money for College 

Scholarship Search Engines

US Department of Labor 
Career One Stop 

https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/fi
nd-scholarships.aspx

Search more than 8,300 scholarships, fellowships, 
grants, and other financial aid award opportunities. 

● Look through the whole list of scholarships, 
arranged in order of closest deadline

● Narrow your list with "Search by keyword" 
- the type of award you're looking for

● Use the filters to see only awards for certain 
award types, locations, level of study, and 

more

https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx


Closing the Gap ~ Free Money for College 

Scholarship Search Engines

Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/

You have to create an account to get started, then you 
can save your favorite scholarships to view later. 

Scholarships are organized into different searchable 
categories such as Scholarships Trending Now, 

Scholarships By Grade Level, Scholarships By Major, 
Scholarships By State, Scholarships for Women, Sports 

Scholarships, Minority Scholarships, and Unusual 
Scholarships. The site also has scholarship applications 

tips and resources.

https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/


More Scholarship Search Engines

Unigo Scholarship Directory
https://www.unigo.com/scholarships 

College Week
https://www.collegeweeklive.com/scholarships 

Mapping Your Future
http://www.mappingyourfuture.org/paying/scholarshipresources.cf

m

Cappex
https://www.cappex.com/scholarships/ 

Niche
https://colleges.niche.com/scholarships/ 

More Scholarship Search Engines

https://www.unigo.com/scholarships
https://www.unigo.com/scholarships
https://www.collegeweeklive.com/scholarships
https://www.collegeweeklive.com/scholarships
http://www.mappingyourfuture.org/paying/scholarshipresources.cfm
http://www.mappingyourfuture.org/paying/scholarshipresources.cfm
http://www.mappingyourfuture.org/paying/scholarshipresources.cfm
https://www.cappex.com/scholarships/
https://www.cappex.com/scholarships/
https://colleges.niche.com/scholarships/
https://colleges.niche.com/scholarships/


Scholarship Search Resources

$ALT - 
20 Ways to Find College Scholarships

https://www.saltmoney.org/content/media/Article/20-wa
ys-to-find-college-scholarships/_/R-101-17250

https://www.saltmoney.org/content/media/Article/20-ways-to-find-college-scholarships/_/R-101-17250
https://www.saltmoney.org/content/media/Article/20-ways-to-find-college-scholarships/_/R-101-17250
https://www.saltmoney.org/content/media/Article/20-ways-to-find-college-scholarships/_/R-101-17250


Scholarship Search Resources

$ALT - 
How To Find 

Local Scholarships For College

https://www.saltmoney.org/content/media/Article/how-t
o-find-local-scholarships-for-college/_/R-101-18603

https://www.saltmoney.org/content/media/Article/how-to-find-local-scholarships-for-college/_/R-101-18603
https://www.saltmoney.org/content/media/Article/how-to-find-local-scholarships-for-college/_/R-101-18603
https://www.saltmoney.org/content/media/Article/how-to-find-local-scholarships-for-college/_/R-101-18603


How to Write a Winning 
Scholarship Essay

https://youtu.be/yV7lK_PvqcM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yV7lK_PvqcM


       Free Money           vs.        Borrowed Money

You Don’t Have to 
Pay Back The Money

Scholarships - based on merit, athletics, other

Grants - based on financial need

Work Study Job

You Have to 
Pay Back The Money

Loans
Federal Loans - Locked Interest Rate
Private Loans - Interest Rate Can Rise

        May Require a *CoSigner

*CoSigner - A third party to a loan who provides a guarantee that a loan will be repaid. The cosigner 
signs an agreement with the lender stating that if the borrower fails to repay the loan, the cosigner will 
assume legal liability for it.



Types of FREE MONEY Financial Aid
Grants

Grants are called gift aid because they do not 
have to be paid back. Grants come from federal 
and state governments and from colleges. 

Most grants are need based, which means they 
are usually given based on your or your family’s 
financial circumstances.

Scholarships

Scholarships are also gift aid. Scholarships 
come from governments, colleges and private 
organizations. They may be awarded for 
academic or athletic ability, interest in a certain 
subject, or volunteer work, for example. Some 
scholarships are given based on membership in 
an ethnic or religious group. 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-101/financial-aid-can-help-you-afford-college



Institutional Aid

Institutional aid are grants that come from your state, 
college or a private institution, not the federal government. 
They can be awarded based on academic achievement or 
solely on financial need. They may come with obligations.

How to Find Institutional Aid
Consider your family members. Contact local organizations 
and search for national organizations that may sponsor 
students with your family’s background.  

Search online. Most institutions have a website on which 
they will post updates on their institutional grants, if they do 
have them. 

Benefits of Institutional Aid
You don’t need to pay back your aid, as long as 
you meet the qualifications and terms set by the 
institution that awarded it.

Drawbacks
If you do not continue to meet the aid/grant 
qualifications (if, for example, your GPA drops or 
you stop playing in your school orchestra), your 
grant may be withdrawn.

Types of FREE MONEY Financial Aid



How to Find Institutional Aid

Send an Inquiry Letter

Sample Scholarship Inquiry Letter Provided by:

National Association of Financial Aid Administrators/National 
Training for Counselors and Mentors

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4CM-sample-s
cholarship-inquiry-letter.pdf

Types of FREE MONEY Financial Aid

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4CM-sample-scholarship-inquiry-letter.pdf
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4CM-sample-scholarship-inquiry-letter.pdf
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4CM-sample-scholarship-inquiry-letter.pdf


Federal Financial Aid Grants

The federal government offers four types of 
grant programs: 

➢ The Pell Grant 
➢ TEACH Grant 
➢ FSEOG Grant 
➢ The Iraq Afghanistan Service Grant

The Pell Grant

➢ Largest federal grant program
➢ Need-based award that does not have to 

be repaid
➢ Award amount based on enrollment 

status, Cost of Attendance (COA) and 
EFC

Types of FREE MONEY Financial Aid



Federal Financial Aid Grants, page 2
Teacher Education Assistance for College 
and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant

Provides assistance to undergraduate and 
graduate students who are:

➢ Able to demonstrate certain academic 
achievements

➢ Enrolled in an institution that participates 
in the TEACH program

➢ Enrolled in coursework geared toward a 
career in the field of teaching

➢ TEACH Grant is available to all students 
meeting these criteria, regardless of need

➢ TEACH Grant recipients must agree to 
teach full-time for at  least four years in a 
specific subject at a school serving a high
percentage of low income students (Title I 
school). 

➢ If recipient does not fulfill service 
agreement, grant funds become an 
unsubsidized Stafford Loan.

Types of FREE MONEY Financial Aid



Federal Financial Aid Grants, page 3
Federal Supplemental Opportunity Grant 
(FSEOG)

➢ Awarded first to students who will receive 
a Federal Pell Grant

➢ Targeted to neediest students
➢ Campus-based aid

Iraq & Afghanistan Service Grant

➢ Children of soldiers who died as a result of 
service in Iraq or Afghanistan after 9/11/01 will 
automatically receive a zero EFC if
they were under the age of 24, enrolled at an 
institution of higher education at the time of their 
parent’s or guardian’s death and would otherwise 
be eligible to receive a Pell Grant

➢ If a student in this situation is not eligible for Pell, 
he or she will receive an Iraq and Afghanistan 
Service Grant equal to a max. Pell Grant (not to 
exceed COA & reduced for part-time attendance)

➢ Colleges are required to provide counseling to 
students before disbursing funds

Types of FREE MONEY Financial Aid



Net Price
Cost of Attendance (COA) minus your grants, 
scholarships & gift aid = Net Price/Net Cost

$$$$ COA
- $$$ Grants + Scholarships + Gift Aid

$ Net Price

The net price you pay for a particular college is 
specific to you because it's based on your 
personal circumstances and the college’s 
financial aid policies.

What is a Net Price Calculator?

A net price calculator is a free online tool that 
gives you a personalized estimate of net price.

 The federal government now requires most 
colleges and universities to have a net price 
calculator on their websites.

REMEMBER:
Answer each question as accurately as possible. The more 
accurate the numbers you provide are, the more accurate the result 
BUT they provide estimates only. The actual price you pay to go to 
a particular college may be higher or lower than the estimate its net 
price calculator provides.



Subsidized vs. Unsubsidized Loans
Subsidized

Interest Will NOT Build Up
While You’re In School

➢ Subsidized Stafford Loan (*Need Based)
➢ Subsidized Perkins Loan (*Need Based)

The government will pay the interest on the loan 
while you're in college.

Unsubsidized
Interest Will Build Up

While You’re In School

➢ Unsubsidized Stafford (Non Need Based)
➢ Parent PLUS (Non Need Based)

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loans charge interest, but allow you to add 
the interest fees to the amount you borrow until after graduation. However, 
doing this means you’ll actually end up owing more.
Federal Direct PLUS Loans allow parents (or graduate students) to borrow 
the total cost of college, minus any financial aid received.

*Need Based - Aid that is need-based is awarded to students who are determined to have financial need; 
the amount they are able to pay for college is less than the cost of attending the college. 
The federal government offers need-based loans to students. 
Eligibility for these loans is determined by the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized#subsidized-vs-unsubsidized
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Why Need-Based Loans Are Best
The federal government's Perkins Loan and the 
Direct Subsidized Loan are need-based loans 
that may be offered to eligible students. 

Federal need-based loans are often the best 
choices because:

➢ The government supports your education 
by subsidizing the loan (paying the interest 
fees while you’re in college)

➢ These loans often provide low interest 
rates

➢ They allow you to defer repaying any 
money until you’re out of college and 
earning an income

➢ They don’t require a credit check
➢ They may provide better benefits than 

private loans

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized#subsidized-vs-unsubsidized

If you qualify for this type of 
loan, choose it first!
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ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES



Financial-Aid-Comparison-Tool.xlsx

https://docs.google.com/a/veop.org/spreadshe
ets/d/1Dqfqo_KHl7c-zmQTCuqS1cQApQQAr
6_7EPtaNI26wUM/edit?usp=sharing

Financial Aid Award Letter Worksheet

https://docs.google.com/a/veop.org/spreadsheets/d/1Dqfqo_KHl7c-zmQTCuqS1cQApQQAr6_7EPtaNI26wUM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/veop.org/spreadsheets/d/1Dqfqo_KHl7c-zmQTCuqS1cQApQQAr6_7EPtaNI26wUM/edit?usp=sharing


10 Questions to Ask College Financial Aid Administrators
1. Does the college meet the full demonstrated financial need for all four years, or is 
there unmet need (a gap)?

2. How much on average do the college costs increase per year?  Are the awards 
renewable from year to year, with the same amounts?

3. Does the college practice front-loading of grants? Can students expect to receive a 
similar amount of grants in subsequent years, assuming their financial circumstances
are similar? If the college practices front-loading of grants, how much will the grants 
change each year?

4. What is the college’s outside scholarship policy? How does the college reduce the 
need-based financial aid package when a student wins a private scholarship? Does
the scholarship reduce the loan and work burden (and unmet need, if any) or does it 
replace the college’s grants and scholarships?



10 Questions to Ask College Financial Aid Administrators
5. Does the decision to apply for early admission affect financial aid?  What is the priority 
deadline for applying for financial aid? When/how will students be informed of financial 
aid decisions?

6. How many hours will I need to work to earn the full work-study award I've been 
offered? How much will I be paid per hour? Are work-study jobs readily available, or
are they hard to get?

7. What are the requirements for keeping grants and scholarships in future years? Do I 
need to maintain a minimum grade point average? Do I need to take a
particular number of units? Do I need to participate in any special activities such as 
community service?

8. How does one appeal for more financial aid if the financial aid award is insufficient or 
the family’s financial circumstances have changed?



10 Questions to Ask College Financial Aid Administrators

9. What percentage of first-time, full-time students graduate within a normal timeframe? 
How many years, on average, does it take to earn the degree?

10. What percentage of students graduate with debt and what is the average cumulative 
debt at graduation?

http://www.fastweb.com/nfs/fastweb/static/QRG_FinancialAidAwardLetters.pdf



Should I Borrow Student Loans to 
Help Pay for College?

https://youtu.be/R2D2f8dBhSo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2D2f8dBhSo


How to Do a College Comparison on 
College Board.org:

https://youtu.be/RnC6Mq0U9sA

How to Find a College Based on 
Location & Major on College 

Board.org:

https://youtu.be/HjOf1oelUgM

https://youtu.be/RnC6Mq0U9sA
https://youtu.be/RnC6Mq0U9sA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnC6Mq0U9sA
https://youtu.be/HjOf1oelUgM
https://youtu.be/HjOf1oelUgM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HjOf1oelUgM


Sources of Financial Aid Links
Federal and State Government Aid

● U.S. Government Assistance
● U.S. State Government Assistance
● Section 529 Plans
● Military Aid
● Education Tax Benefits
● Employer Tuition Assistance

School-Controlled Aid
● Tuition Payment Plans
● Financial Aid for Graduate School and Professional 

Studies

More Aid Options

● Contests
● Domestic Exchange and Study Abroad Programs
● Grants
● International Students
● Canadian Students
● Students with disabilities
● Female Students
● Minority Students
● Other and Non Traditional
● Jewish
● Gay, Lesbian, Transgender
● Undocumented Students
● Ayuda Financiera del Estudiante en Español
● Cancer Scholarships
● Prestigious Scholarships and Fellowships
● Early Awareness Initiatives

http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/

http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/federal.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/federal.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/state.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/state.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/savings/529plans.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/savings/529plans.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/military/
http://www.finaid.org/military/
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/tax.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/tax.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/employertuitionassistance.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/employertuitionassistance.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/tuition.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/tuition.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/grad.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/grad.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/grad.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/grad.phtml
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/exchange.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/exchange.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/grants.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/grants.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/international.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/international.phtml
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-canadian-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-canadian-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-students-with-disabilities
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-students-with-disabilities
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-female-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-female-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-minority-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-minority-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-older-and-nontraditional-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-older-and-nontraditional-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-jewish-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-jewish-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-for-lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-students
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-and-scholarships-for-undocumented-students-and-illegal-aliens
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-and-scholarships-for-undocumented-students-and-illegal-aliens
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/ayuda-financiera-del-estudiante-en-espanol
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/ayuda-financiera-del-estudiante-en-espanol
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/cancer-scholarships
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/cancer-scholarships
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/prestigious-scholarships-and-fellowships
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/prestigious-scholarships-and-fellowships
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/earlyawareness.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/earlyawareness.phtml






VSAC 2017 - 2018 Scholarship 
Booklet Online at:

http://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/
pdf_resources/Scholarships_Booklet.pdf 

http://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdf_resources/Scholarships_Booklet.pdf
http://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdf_resources/Scholarships_Booklet.pdf
http://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdf_resources/Scholarships_Booklet.pdf
http://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdf_resources/Scholarships_Booklet.pdf


Financial Aid Glossary Links
College Board

● https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/finan
cial-aid-101/financial-aid-glossary-learn-the-lingo

FastWeb
● http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-

aid-glossary 

FinAid.org

● http://www.finaid.org/questions/glossary.phtml

USDE/Federal Student Aid/Financial Aid Toolkit/National 
Training for Counselors and Mentors

● https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4
CM-financial-aid-glossary.pdf 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-101/financial-aid-glossary-learn-the-lingo
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-101/financial-aid-glossary-learn-the-lingo
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-101/financial-aid-glossary-learn-the-lingo
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-glossary
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-glossary
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-glossary
http://www.fastweb.com/financial-aid/articles/financial-aid-glossary
http://www.finaid.org/questions/glossary.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/questions/glossary.phtml
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4CM-financial-aid-glossary.pdf
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4CM-financial-aid-glossary.pdf
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4CM-financial-aid-glossary.pdf
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/nt4cm/NT4CM-financial-aid-glossary.pdf

