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Northport Dollars for Scholars Scholarship Awards Policy
September 2022
1.
The scholarship program for Northport Dollars for Scholars will open on December 1, 2022, and close on May 26, 2023.  Students will complete the Student Profile in ChapterNet accessible via our web site (Northport.dollarsforscholars.org).
2.
All award selections are based exclusively on a combination of need and merit. 

3.
The awards will be open to any graduate of the Northport High School Class of 2023, regardless of the type of postsecondary education program they will attend so long as the school is accredited.

4.
The Awards Selection Committee will score all applications as directed by the Awards Selection Committee chair, using the point system outlined by Scholarship America’s Dollars for Scholars office. All awards will be determined on an anonymous and non-discriminatory basis. 
5.
All gifts to Northport Dollars for Scholars of $500 or more may become a named scholarship. The award will carry the name of the donor or of the individual/organization designated by the donor, unless the donor specifies it as an anonymous donation (i.e. the Jane Smith Scholarship, the Lions Club Scholarship, etc.). Gifts may result in annual or one-time awards as determined by a written agreement with the donor.

6.
Scholarship Awards will be presented at Northport High School graduation.  Sponsors will have the opportunity to present their award if they so choose. 

7.
Northport Dollars for Scholars minimum award will be $250. The maximum amount will be determined by the Northport DFS Board of Directors.
8.
Awards will be presented to recipients at the Northport High School graduation.  Scholarship checks will then be sent to the student’s institution of choice upon completion of the Scholarship Acknowledgement Form (SAF). SAF must be completed via ChapterNet by July 31, 2023.  A certificate and recipient award letter indicating who to thank will be given to each recipient with a reminder of the deadline. 

9.
Award deferral process:  A recipient may defer beginning their higher education for up to 12 months from the date classes were scheduled to begin or they make take a leave of absence from classes for up to 12 months.  A recipient will be allowed to put the scholarship(s) on hold only one time and the hold shall not exceed 12 months.  In order to have the scholarship(s) put on hold, the recipient must notify in writing the Northport Dollars for Scholars (DFS) Board no less than 30 days prior to the beginning of the deferral or leave of absence.  The following information must be included in the recipient’s scholarship(s) hold request:  reason for request, date the deferral or leave of absence is to begin and anticipated return to school date.  Should extreme circumstances prevent a 30-day notice, the request will be reviewed by the Northport DFS Board on a case-by-case basis to determine if the scholarship(s) will be put on hold or forfeited.  The recipient must notify in writing the Northport DFS Board no less than 30 days prior to resuming classes.  Should the above procedures not be followed by the recipient or should the recipient not return to school within the allotted time limit, the scholarship(s) will be forfeited.  At the discretion of the Northport DFS Board, funds remaining on the forfeited scholarship(s) will be awarded to a second year and beyond student who was a member of the same graduating class as the recipient who forfeited the scholarship(s). 
10.
This Scholarship Awards Policy will be reviewed annually by the Awards Selection Committee prior to the start of Northport Dollars for Scholars scholarship cycle. The committee chair shall submit any changes/updates to the Northport Dollars for Scholars Board of Directors for approval and shall notify Scholarship America within ten (10) days of any approved changes. All changes/updates to the document, along with the vote of the Board of Directors, will be documented in the Northport Dollars for Scholars meeting minutes.
